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' enabling selection of one of a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a coupon mode; / 

alerting a viewer when the coupon information is available in the coupon mode 
when the coupon mode is selected; and / 

displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
providing the broadcast ot a program; 

providing the coupon information for the at least one item; 
transmitting the coupon information along with the program data; and 
storing the receivedyboupon information. 

S _ 

3. (Amended) The method ofclaim 2, further comprising the steps of: 

providing the coupon informmion on at least one smart card; 

providing the at least one smart card to a viewer; and 

synchronizing the cmipon information with the broadcast of a program upon 

receipt of the broadcas^of a program. 
^ — 

4. The method of clann 1, wherein the broadcast of a program is provided 
using a high-definition television system. 
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5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality of display modes further 
comprises a non-coupon mode and a stored coupon rpode. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the/step of alerting comprises providing at 
least one alert to a viewer when at least one coupcfa is available, wherein the at least one 
alert comprises a tone and at least one displayed mark. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein/the at least one displayed mark is 
superimposed over the broadcast of a program on the display. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the at least one displayed mark comprises 
a coupon indicator for each coupon available. 

9. The method of claim 1, farther comprising the step of requesting the 
coupon information, wherein the step off requesting comprises selecting a coupon 
indicator corresponding to an item in which the viewer is interested, wherein selecting 
the coupon indicator results in the display of detailed coupon information. 



10. The method of clairrf 1, further comprising the steps of: 
storing selected coupon data on a removable recording medium; and 
storing data corresponding to the television program on the removable recording 
medium, wherein the data corresponding to the program comprises a program title, a 
program description, a date of aftring, a time of airing and a channel of airing. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein th£ coupon data comprises the data 
corresponding to the program. / 

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising the steps of: 
reading the coupon information from thd removable recording medium; 
reading the data corresponding to the program from the removable recording 

medium; / 

transferring the data corresponding to tfte program to a collection center for 
statistical programming data; and / 

redeeming a value of the coupon information. 

13. The method of claim 10, fumher comprising the step of satisfying at least 
one condition prior to storing selected coupon data on a removable recording medium. 

14. The method of claim 12, jurther comprising the step of determining 
whether the at least one condition is satisfied before allowing the reading of the coupon 
information. / 

15. The method of claim IE, wherein the step of reading the coupon 
information comprises reading the coupon information using an electronic link 
established with at least one dealer, therein the electronic link allows the at least one 
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dealer to read the coupon information from the removable recording medium at such time 
as the viewer electronically purchases the at least one item. 

16. The method of claim 5, wWerein the stored coupon mode causes all of the 
coupon information for the program tc/be stored, wherein the stored coupon information 
is recalled and viewed at a time thatis different from a broadcast time of the coupon 
information. / 

1 7. The methodyof claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying comprises 
superimposing the coupop information over the program data on the display. 

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of displaying comprises 
displaying the counfon information on a portion of the display, wherein the portion of the 
display is selectable by a viewer. 

19. / The method of claim 1, wherein the coupon information is received 
simultaneously with the broadcast of a program. 

/20. The method of claim 1, wherein the coupon information is received prior 
to receiving the broadcast of a program, wherein the prior received coupon information is 
stoi/ed. 
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21 . The method of claim 20, further comprising the step of receiving timing 
data that links the coupon information to the corresponding program. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein the program comprises live television 
programs, prerecorded television programs, live television commercials, prerecorded 
television commercials, movies, and pay-per-view programming. 

23. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one item comprises at least 
one product and at least one service. / 

24. The method of claim 1, wherein the coupon information is provided by 
sponsors of at least one television program and by the program broadcaster. 

25. The method of claimf 1, wherein the at least one item is associated with at 
least one scene of the program. / 

26. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of controlling 
presentation of the coupon information using an electronic program guide, wherein the 
electronic program guide provides programming information for a plurality of 
broadcasting stations. / 

27. The methocy of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing electronic 
links to at least one manufacturer and at least one dealer of the at least one item using the 
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coupon information, wherein the electronic links corrmrise links to Web pages and 
electronic catalogs. / 

28. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of storing the coupon 
information for the at least one item used throughout the program for a prespecified 
period of time after the program ends, wherein the viewer can recall the information 
during the prespecified period of time. 

29. The method of cnaim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

providing advertising information for the at least one item, wherein the at least 
one item is associated witM at least one scene of a program; 

receiving the advertising information along with the broadcast of the program; 

alerting a viewer when the advertising information is available for the at least one 
item of the at least c/ne scene; and 

displaying the advertising information on a display along with the broadcast of the 
program. / 

30. / A broadcasting system comprising: 

a processor coupled to a display device, the processor capable of controlling the 
system jo provide electronic coupons by, 

/ receiving coupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; 
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enabling selection of one of a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a coupon mode; / 

alerting a viewer when the coupon information is available in the coupon mode; 
and / 

displaying the coupon information on/a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

3 1 . The system of claim 30, further comprising a display device coupled to the 
processor. / 

32 The system of claim 30, wherein the program comprises live television 
programs, prerecorded television programs, live television commercials, prerecorded 
television commercials, movies, and pay-per-view programming. 




33. The system of claim 30, wherein the processor is further capable of 



controlling the system to provide electronic coupons by: 

providing the coupon information on at least one smart card; 

providing the at least one smart card to a viewer; and 

synchronizing the ooupon information with the broadcast of a program upon 

receipt of the broadcast op a program. 

34. The sy; 
using a high-definitioji 



(tern of claim 30, wherein the broadcast of a program is provided 
television system. 
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35. The system of claim 30, wherein thfe processor is configured to control the 
system to alert the viewer by providing at least/one alert to the viewer when at least one 
coupon is available, wherein the at least oije alert comprises a tone and at least one 
displayed mark. 

36. The system of claim 35, wherein the at least one displayed mark is 
superimposed over the broadcast of a program on the display, wherein the at least one 
displayed mark comprises ^coupon indicator for each coupon available. 

37. The svstem of claim 30, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system/o request the coupon information, wherein the request comprises 
selecting a coupon indicator corresponding to an item in which the viewer is interested, 
wherein selecting the coupon indicator results in the display of detailed coupon 
information. 



38. (Amended) The system of claiiy30, wherein the processor is further 
configured to control the system to: 

provide coupon information fo/ftie at least one item; 
store selected coupon data/fn a removable recording medium; and 
store data corresponding to the television program on the removable recording 
medium, wherein the data/orresponding to the television program comprises a program 
title, a program description, a date of airing, a time of airing, and a channel of airing. 
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39. The system of claim 38, wherein ihe coupon data comprises the data 
corresponding to the program. / 

40. The system of claim 38, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to: / 

read the coupon information from pe removable recording medium; 

read the data corresponding to th e/program from the removable recording 
medium; and / 

transfer the data corresponding tp the program to a collection center for statistical 
programming data. / 

41 . The system of claim 3«, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to determine whether at least one condition is satisfied prior to storing 
selected coupon data on a removable recording medium. 

42. The system of clajfm 40, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to determine /vhether the at least one condition is satisfied before 
allowing the reading of the coupon information. 

43. The system of claim 30, wherein displaying comprises superimposing the 
coupon information over therorogram data on the display. 
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44. The system of claim 30, wherem the coupon information is received 
simultaneously with the program. / 

45. The system of claim 30, wherein the at least one item is associated with at 
least one scene of the program. / 

46. The system of claim 30/ wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to present the courion information using an electronic program guide, 
wherein the electronic program guida provides programming information for a plurality 
of broadcasting stations. / 

47. The system of claim 30, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to provide at liast one electronic link to at least one manufacturer and 
at least one dealer of the at least ione item using the coupon information, wherein the 
electronic links comprise links to Web pages and electronic catalogs. 

48. The system of claim 30, wherein the processor is further configured to 
control the system to store the coupon information for the at least one item used 
throughout the program for a prespecified period of time after the program ends, wherein 
the viewer can recall the information during the prespecified period of time. 

49. The broadcasting system of claim 30, wherein the processor is further 
configured to control the system to: 
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provide advertising information for ihe at least one item, wherein the at least one 
item is associated with at least one scene of a program; 

receive the advertising informatiGjn along with the broadcast of the program; 

alert a viewer when the advertising information is available for the at least one 
item of the at least one scene; and J 

display the advertising information on a display along with the broadcast of the 
program. / 

50. A computer readable medium containing executable instructions which, 
when executed in a processing systep, causes the system to perform a method for 
providing electronic coupons, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving coupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; / 

enabling selection of onejof a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a coupon mode; 

alerting a viewer when tpe coupon information is available in the coupon mode 
when the coupon mode is selected; and 

displaying the couponftnforrnation on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

5 1 . The computer readable medium of claim 50, wherein the method further 
comprises the steps of: / 

providing the broadcast of a program; 
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providing the coupon information for the at least one item; 
transmitting the coupon information along with the program data; and 
storing the received coupon information. 



cpupoi 




52. (Amended) The computer readable medium of claim 5 1 , wherein the 
method further comprises the steps ofy 

providing the coupon information on at least one smart card; 

providing the at least ime smart card to a viewer; and 

synchronizing thexoupon information with the broadcast of a program upon 
receipt of the broadcast of a program. 



53. The computer readable medium of claim 50, wherein the step of alerting 
comprises providing at least one alert to a Viewer when at least one coupon is available, 
wherein the at least one alert comprises a tone and at least one displayed mark. 

54. The computer readable medium of claim 53, wherein the at least one 
displayed mark is superimposed o/er the broadcast of a program on the display, wherein 
the at least one displayed mark comprises a coupon indicator for each coupon available. 



55. The compute/ readable medium of claim 50, wherein the method further 
comprises the step of requesting the coupon information, wherein the step of requesting 
comprises selecting a coupon indicator corresponding to an item in which the viewer is 
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interested, wherein selecting the coupon indicator results in the display of detailed 
coupon information. / 

56. The computer readable mediumyof claim 50, wherein the method further 
comprises the steps of: / 

storing selected coupon data on a removable recording medium; and 
storing data corresponding to the television program on the removable recording 
medium, wherein the data corresponding to the program comprises a program title, a 
program description, a date of airing, a time of airing, and a channel of airing. 

57. The computer readable medium of claim 56, wherein the method 
further comprises the steps of: 

reading the coupon infonnation from the removable recording medium; 
reading the data corresponding to the program from the removable 
recording medium; and/ 

transferring the data corresponding to the program to a collection center for 
statistical television data. / 

58. The computer readable medium of claim 56, wherein the method further 
comprises the step of satisfying at least one condition prior to storing selected coupon 
data on a removable recording medium. 
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59. The computer readable medium of claim pl y wherein the method further 
comprises the step of determining whether the at leas^ne condition is satisfied before 
allowing the reading of the coupon information. 

60. The computer readable medium 6f claim 50, further comprising the step of 
controlling presentation of the coupon informaftion using an electronic program guide, 
wherein the electronic program guide provides programming information for a plurality 
of broadcasting stations. 

61. The computer readable medium of claim 50, further comprising the step of 
providing electronic links to at least dne manufacturer and at least one dealer of the at 
least one item using the coupon information, wherein the electronic links comprise links 
to Web pages and electronic catalogs. 

62. The computeffreadable medium of claim 50, further comprising the step of 
storing the coupon informaftion for the at least one item used throughout the program for 

a prespecified period of time after the program ends, wherein the viewer can recall the 
information during the/prespecified period of time. 



63. The computer readable medium of claim 50, wherein the step of 
displaying comprises superimposing the coupon information over the program data on 
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64. The computer readable medium of claim 50, wherein the program 
comprises live television programs, prerecorded television programs, live television 
commercials, prerecorded television commercials, movies, and pay-per-view 
programming. / 

65. The computer readable medium on claim 50, wherein the at least one item 
is associated with at least one scene of the program. 

66. The computer readable mediuiri of claim 50, wherein the method further 
comprises the steps of: / 

providing advertising information forfthe at least one item, wherein the at least 
one item is associated with at least one scenfe of a program; 

receiving the advertising information along with the broadcast of the program; 

alerting a viewer when the advertising information is available for the at least one 
item of the at least one scene; and / 

displaying the advertising information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

67. The computer readabjb medium of claim 50, wherein the method further 
comprises the steps of: / 

providing the coupon information on at least one smart card; 
providing the at least one Smart card to a viewer; 
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synchronizing the coupon information 
receipt of the broadcast of a program. / 



ith the broadcast of a program upon 



68. The computer readable mrfdium of claim 50, wherein the broadcast of a 
program is provided using a high-definition television system. 



69. (Amended) A method for providing electronic coupons, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving coupon information f6r at least one item; 

transmitting coupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; 

displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program 

providing an alert td the viewer, wherein the viewer is alerted when the coupon 
information is available irythe coupon mode; 

synchronizing the coupon information with the display of a corresponding at least 
one item during the broadcast of a program; and 

enabling selection of one of a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a coupon mode. 



71 . The method of claim 70/ wherein the plurality of display modes further 
comprises a non-coupon mode and a ^tored coupon mode. 
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72. The method of claim 70, wherein thi step of providing an alert comprises 
providing at least one alert to a viewer when at least one coupon is available, wherein the 
at least one alert comprises a tone and at least ome displayed mark. 

73. The method of claim 72, wheifein the at least one displayed mark is 
superimposed over the broadcast of a program on the display, wherein the at least one 
displayed mark comprises a coupon indicator for each coupon available. 

74. The method of claim 69, ffurther comprising the step of enabling a request 
for the coupon information, wherein eimbling a request comprises selecting a coupon 
indicator corresponding to an item in which the viewer is interested, wherein selecting the 
coupon indicator results in the display of detailed coupon information. 

75. The method of claimf 69, wherein the step of displaying comprises 
superimposing the coupon information over the program data on the display. 

76. The method of claim 69, wherein the step of displaying comprises 
displaying the coupon informatibn on a portion of the display, wherein the portion of the 
display is selectable by a viewir. 

77. The method dt claim 69, wherein the coupon information is transmitted 
simultaneously with the broadcast of a program. 
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78. The method of claim 69, whereiiythe coupon information is transmitted 
prior to the broadcast of a program. 

79. The method of claim 69, further comprising the step of transmitting timing 
data that links the coupon information to me corresponding program. 

80. The method of claim 69,/wherein the program comprises live television 
programs, prerecorded television prog/ams, live television commercials, prerecorded 
television commercials, movies, and pay-per-view programming. 



(X 
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81. (Amended) A computer readable medium containing executable 
instructions which, when executed in a processing system, causes the system to perform 
the steps of a method for providing electronic ^oupons, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving coupon information for A least one item; 

transmitting coupon informatioiyfor at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; 

displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program 

providing an alert to theAaewer, wherein the viewer is alerted when the coupon 
information is available in tlWcoupon mode; 

synchronizing the coupon information with the display of a corresponding at least 
one item during the broadcast of a program; and 
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enabling selection of one of^-phlrality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises ^6bupon mode. 



83. The method of claim 82, whdrein the plurality of display modes further 
comprises a non-coupon mode and a stored coupon mode. 

84. The method of claim 82, wherein the step of providing an alert comprises 
providing at least one alert to a viewer When at least one coupon is available, wherein the 
at least one alert comprises a tone and ai least one displayed mark. 

85. The method of claim 84, wherein the at least one displayed mark is 
superimposed over the broadcast of afcrogram on the display, wherein the at least one 
displayed mark comprises a coupon indicator for each coupon available. 

86. The method of claim|81, wherein the method further comprises the step of 
enabling a request for the coupon information, wherein enabling a request comprises 
selecting a coupon indicator corresponding to an item in which the viewer is interested, 
wherein selecting the coupon indicator results in the display of detailed coupon 
information. 



87. The method of claim 81, wherein the step of displaying comprises 
superimposing the coupon information over the program data on the display. 
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88. The method of claim 81 , wherein tne step of displaying comprises 
displaying the coupon information on a portionyof the display, wherein the portion of the 
display is selectable by a viewer. 

89. The method of claim 8 1 , wherein the coupon information is transmitted 
simultaneously with the broadcast of a program. 

90. The method of claim 81, /wherein the coupon information is transmitted 
prior to the broadcast of a program. 

91. The method of claim 81, wherein the method further comprises the step of 
transmitting timing data that links tip coupon information to the corresponding program. 

92. The method of claim 8 1 , wherein the program comprises live television 
programs, prerecorded television programs, live television commercials, prerecorded 
television commercials, movies, and pay-per-view programming. 



93. (New) A method for providing electronic coupons, comprising the steps 

of: 

receiving coupon informatiqft for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; 

enabling selection of oni of a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a co/ipon mode; 
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alerting a viewer when the coupon information! is available in the coupon mode 
when the coupon mode is selected; and / 

displaying the coupon information on a dismay along with the broadcast of a 
program, wherein the coupon information is recei\pd and stored prior to receiving the 
broadcast of a program. / 

94. (New) A method for providing electronic coupons, comprising the steps 
of: / 

receiving coupon information for at leapt one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; / 

receiving timing data that links the coupon information to the corresponding 
program; / 

enabling selection of one of a plurality of display modes, wherein the plurality of 
display modes comprises a coupon modej 

alerting a viewer when the coupon information is available in the coupon mode 
when the coupon mode is selected; and 

displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

95. (New) A method for providing electronic coupons, comprising the steps 
of: / 

receiving coupon information for at least one item; 
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transmitting coupon information fear at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program, wherein the coupon information is transmitted prior to the broadcast of the 
program; and / 

displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

96. (New) A methodtfbr providing electronic coupons, comprising the steps 
of: / 

receiving coupon information for at least one item; 

transmitting coupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; / 

transmitting timmg data that links the coupon information to the corresponding 
program; and / 

displaying tht coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

97 (JHew) A computer readable medium containing executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system, causes the system to perform the steps of a 
method for providing electronic coupons, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving coupon information for at least one item; 

transmitting coupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program, Ayherein the coupon information is transmitted prior to the broadcast of the 
programf/and 
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displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. / 

98. (New) A computer rea^fable medium containing executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system, causes the system to perform the steps of a 
method for providing electronic coupons, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving coupon information for at least one item; 

transmitting azfupon information for at least one item along with a broadcast of a 
program; / 

transmitting timing data that links the coupon information to the corresponding 
program; and 

^displaying the coupon information on a display along with the broadcast of a 
program. 
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